THE BRITISH EMPIRE
Governments. This, of course, does not exhaust
the list of bodies in which the members of the
British Commonwealth participate co-operatively.
There are bodies like the Medical Research Council
which have been established by the United King-
dom but which serve imperial purposes and in
which representatives of other member-nations
take part. There are an almost indefinite number
of semi-official and private associations organized
on a co-operative imperial basis. These are a vital
part of the fabric of the British Empire in practice.
Devolution in Defence
One field of public activity in which the co-
operative nature of British imperial endeavour is
not always fully understood is that of defence.
There is no joint defence force maintained by the
whole of the British Empire. The forces of the
United Kingdom are raised and disposed with a
view to the defence of the Empire as a whole; but
equally they are raised and disposed with a view to
helping in the most effective manner allied foreign
countries like France or Egypt. Under the supreme
authority of the United Kingdom Government (and
in war under instant unity of command with the
forces of the United Kingdom herself) are the
defence forces of India and the whole of the depen-
dent Empire. But these forces are raised by India
and the dependencies primarily for their own defen-
sive purposes, and are paid tor out of their own
moneys; they cannot therefore be regarded as mere
reinforcements of the United Kingdom army, navy,
and air force, but rather as distinct centres of mili-
tary power in a world-wide complex. As for the